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1. Welcome and Introductions 


Mr. P.J. Leroux, Director General, CGPC, welcomed the participants 
and said how pleased he was that this meeting was about to take place. 
He hoped that the Committee would prove to be beneficial to both the 
library community and the Canadian Government Publishing Centre. 


2. The Committee's Mandate 


A discussion then took place with regards to the terms of reference of 
the Committee, its mandate, etc. The following items were agreed upon: 


(a) 


(b) 


The library advisory committee would meet twice a year at six 
months interval. 


The Committee would consist of two nominees from CLA, two nominees 
from ASTED, representatives from the National Library, Statistics 
Canada and the Canadian Government Publishing Centre, and an 
observer from CARL. 


The nominees would serve for a period of two years each. 


The terms of reference of the Committee are to examine, consider 
and propose solutions to items of general concern to the library 
community and/or to the Canadian Government Publishing Centre in 
matters relating to Government of Canada publications. Concerns and 
recommendations regarding the depository services program would 
also be dealt with. 


At present the Canadian Government Publishing Centre would 
provide the chairmanship and secretarial services to this Committee. 
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A discussion was then held as to how the Committee would function. 
It was agreed that proposed topics for the agenda would be sent 

in to the Chairman of the Committee at least one month prior to the 
convening of each meeting. The chairman of the Committee would draw 
up an agenda and mail it out to participants in advance of each 
meeting. As items are raised during the course of meetings they will 
be followed up by the representatives concerned and brought back to 
the meeting next following. 


Availability and Dissemination of Government Publications 


Mr. Christopher Stone, Director, English Publishing, CGPC and Mr. 
J.Z.Léon Patenaude, Director, French Publishing, CGPC then presented 
their views on current purchasing trends by the public, as evidenced 
by the results of various sales to the diverse markets of the Canadian 
Government Publishing Centre. It was pointed out that there are 
notable differences in purchasing habits of English and French Canada. 
This is due primarily to the fact that most institutions in French 
Canada purchase their books through bookstores, whilst, institutions 
in English Canada are not compelled to do so. It was also noted that 
unfortunately there was a decrease in "product" being supplied to the 
Publishing Centre by departments and agencies. This is due primarily to 
an overall decrease in government expenditure on publishing and is not 
an item that can be controlled by the Publishing Centre. 


Mr. Patenaude noted that a large number of depositories were not making 
sufficient use of their selective depository status in that they were 
not ordering priced co-published titles free of charge. 


A discussion then took place regarding the existence of publicity 
material mailed out by publishing houses referring to co-published titles, 
with no indication or mention that these are indeed co-published titles. 
As a result, libraries sometimes procure these books only to find out 
later on that they were able to get them free of charge through their 
selective depository status. It was pointed out that the Publishing 
Centre, of course, had no control over publicity promulgated by the 
publishing houses. After due discussion, it was agreed that the 
Publishing Centre would insert a new section on the Special List of 
Government of Canada Publications, concerning forthcoming co-published 
titles. Where titles are changed for whatever reason, this information, 
too, would be forthcoming. 


Gail Wamsley then reported that their regional library system had 
instituted a "browsing section" of publications of the Ontario govern- 
ment together with a number of order forms. 


It would be very interesting to ascertain how many orders for publica- 


tions would be generated by the existence of this section. Gail Wamsley 
agreed to report back to the Committee on the results of this trial. 
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4. Depository Services Program 


Jill Stern then handed out a publication dealing with the Depository 
Services Program. A number of items were clarified and the members 

of the Committee agreed that this was indeed a useful document. 

Mrs. Lawless inquired as to whether the Publishing Centre had any 
statistics regarding the use of the Checklist by foreign depositories. 
Jill Stern agreed to investigate the matter. 


5. Monitoring of Depositories 


A discussion then took place regarding the mechanics of monitoring 
the depositories. What elements should be monitored, how should these 
be monitored, how often should the depositories be monitored, etc. 
Jill Stern informed the Committee that Statistics Canada, User 
Advisory Services, regional officers visited the libraries on a conti- 
nuous basis. These officers had agreed to forward to the Publishing 
Centre any comments or perceptions arising out of their visits to 
depositories. The list of regional officers was then circulated to 
members of the Committee. It was decided that additional information 
concerning the use of the Weekly Checklist by depositories was 
necessary to assist the Committee in defining the "monitoring" of 
depositories. In the interim, the following items were identified: 


(a) Jill Stern agreed to investigate the parameters of the computer 
program that capture the Checklist orders. Perhaps within these 
parameters, one could determine usage or lack thereof by deposi- 
tories. 


(b) Jill Stern agreed to investigate the results of questionnaires 
sent out to depositories sometime in 1977. 


(c) Jill Stern further agreed to see whether or not the Publishing 
Centre was in possession of an agreement signed by depositories 
as they received depository status. 


(d) Representatives of both CLA and ASTED agreed that articles could 
be published in their respective journals advertising the 
existence of collections of government documents in depositories. 


(e) Miss Wamsley then raised a number of specific items concerning 
the annual index and the listing of depository/non-deposi tory 
items. Jill Stern undertook to investigate the items raised and 
to get back to Miss Wamsley. 


The participants then agreed that the next meeting of this Committee would 
be held towards the end of September, 1981. 


There being no further business, the meeting then adjourned. 


oa ae 


Jill Stern, 
Acting Chairman, : 
Library Advtsory Committee 
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